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memory device (e.g., magnetic storage media, opto-
magnetic storage media, platter-based magnetic storage
media, optical discs, disk drives, and so on). For ease of

discussion, as well as for an understanding of the state of the
art, the description below will focus on CD/DVD media-

encoding systems. Conventional CD/DVD media-encoding
systems, such as the one illustrated in FIG. 1, include a read
and encode unit 102 coupled to a read and decode unit 104
and a write and encode unit 106, and which are connected

by a control bus 108. The units 102, 104, and 106 are shown
as individual units, but each unit can comprise one or more
integrated circuit devices. The read and encode unit 102 is
capable of reading data from a CD/DVD media 110, and it

transmits the data over the control bus 108 to the read and
decode unit 104 which is capable of decoding the data and
of writing the decoded data back to the CD/DVD media 110.

The read and decode unit 104 is preferably capable of
outputting audio (i.e., digital audio) data to a speaker, and/or
it is capable of outputting video (i.e., digital video) data to a
display, as examples. The write and encode unit 106 can be
capable of encoding data for storage on the CD/DVD media
110. In particular, the write and encode unit 106 is capable
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of writing the data to the CD/DVD media 110 and of
indicating to the read and decode unit 104 whether the data
was properly written (i.e., successfully stored) to the media.
The CD/DVD media 110 is preferably a CD-sized disc with a
diameter of approximately 120 mm and a storage capacity
of approximately 650 megabytes. The CD-sized disc is an

example of a CD/DVD media
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