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the decline of civil society in africa cannot be attributed to a single factor alone. it is a complex phenomenon that involves the power of international donors to shape the behaviour of governments, and the unwillingness of governments to provide sufficient space for democratic institutions in civil society. more research
is needed to understand what makes governments more or less willing to open up civic space for csos in the 21st century. nevertheless, the trends in african governments restricting civil society are troubling and should be taken seriously. with the trend towards more and more governments restricting civil society,

human rights defenders must develop strategies to protect themselves. some have responded by keeping a low profile and avoiding working with key government officials, or by co-opting government-aligned csos. some human rights defenders now carry arms to protect themselves. civil society organisations must also
be creative in their methods of mobilising international support, and must avoid being co-opted by governments. but perhaps the most important response is to be more vigilant and strategic in their campaigns for human rights in sub-saharan africa. in conclusion, the shrinking of civic space calls attention to the

unintended consequences of promoting human rights abroad. international pressure to live up to human rights norms has led governments to impose restrictions on domestic civil society activists to silence their criticism. nevertheless, the current policy shift towards mobilising private investment in selected african
countries (per the g20 compact with africa) should not deflect international attention from the precarious situation of human rights defenders. only an independent and active civil society can deepen democracy and guarantee equitable and sustainable economic development in sub-saharan africa and elsewhere.
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